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Greetings!
It’s time to begin planning for the 2017-2018 Oswego High School Panther Marching Band season.  This year’s halftime show is titled, Computer vs. Man: Powering Up, Working Together, Rise of the Machines!  After you sign your commitment form, we will provide you with music and additional information that contains answers to your questions.  We will be performing at all home varsity football games and will be hosting the 22st Annual Panther Marching Band Festival.  Additionally, we will be competing in the Victor J. Andrew Marching Invitational, Romeoville HS Marching Band Festival, and the Downers Grove South Marching Mustang Music Bowl!  
What is the Panther Marching Band?

The Panther Marching Band is an extra-curricular music ensemble that serves several purposes.  This volunteer group will draw only the most dedicated and motivated students, resulting in a marching band that has the desire to strive for the next level of quality performance. The Marching Band provides half-time entertainment at all home varsity football games and participates in community events such as local parades and other functions.  The Panther Marching Band plays a vital role in raising morale throughout the Oswego Community.  We also perform in a variety of marching band festivals/competitions each year.  
Why should I be in the Panther Marching Band?

The real question should be: Why shouldn’t you be a part of it? The PMB provides positive experiences musically, socially, and personally.  It provides students with the opportunity to perform in a quality ensemble and to be challenged both musically and physically at the same time.  Few activities teach you as many concepts at once as the Marching Band.  As a member of the PMB you will learn to improve yourself in the areas of musicianship, personal responsibility, discipline, social interaction, and physical coordination.  As an incoming freshman, the PMB provides the chance for you to get to know some sophomores, juniors, and seniors before the first day of school.  The older students are extremely willing to help out their fellow band members find classes, find lockers, help with their homework, and any other problems you may encounter along the way.  The PMB provides you with a STRONG social support group right from day one to help insure your success at Oswego High School.
What are some of the time commitments involved?
Attached in this packet is a list of performance and rehearsal dates.  Most rehearsals are Monday and Thursday afternoons from 2:45pm – 5:30pm.   Color Guard and Drumline/Front Ensemble have additional rehearsal time scheduled during the summer/season.  Additional sectionals for brass and woodwinds may also be scheduled on an as need basis.  As a member of the PMB, we expect the commitment from you to attend ALL scheduled band activities, both rehearsals and performances.  The SUCCESS of the organization depends on the contributions of everyone.  This is a TEAM where all members are essential.  All members have a place and function in creating a complete performance.
What if I have a conflict with a rehearsal or performance?
We all realize and understand that sometimes unavoidable conflicts occur.  Each member is expected to fill out the conflict form if any conflicts are expected in the calendar.  This conflict form will be turned in to the band directors along with the participation fees and the commitment form.  Conflicts will be dealt with on an individual basis.  Since all circumstances are different, please do not assume that your absence is excused without discussing the conflict sheet with the directors.  If too many conflicts are listed on the conflict form, the directors may not allow the student to participate in the marching band season due to excessive absences.  Students will need to make up rehearsal time for all absences.  PLEASE SCHEDULE SUMMER VACATIONS AROUND SUMMER CAMP WEEKS AS BEST AS POSSIBLE.  STUDENTS WHO ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO ATTEND AUGUST CAMP WEEKS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MARCHING BAND.  We want to work with all of the students to help them resolve conflicts, and help each student become more organized in scheduling their busy lives.   By signing the commitment form, we are assuming that you have checked your personal calendar with the one provided.  We expect you to fulfill your commitments to the marching band.  FAILURE TO ABIDE BY THIS POLICY (AND ALL OTHER POLICIES) WILL RESULT IN DISMISSAL FROM MARCHING BAND.  See Attendance Policy on the following pages for additional information regarding absences.   
How much does it cost?

The fee for participation in marching band is $250.00 The money goes towards your T-Shirt, additional instructors during band camp, transportation, and helps fund other necessary costs to run the organization.  You will also be asked to buy specific marching band shoes called “Drill Masters” (ordered through us) that will cost approximately $30.00.  This is potentially a “one-time” purchase (depending on your growth).  Color Guard will also be required to buy gloves $12 (again, a one-time purchase) and drum line will need to purchase a technique book $15 (a one-time purchase). 
Do I have to audition?

Most members of the marching band do not have to audition.  There will be a workshop and auditions for all percussionists (drumline AND front ensemble/pit) as well as color guard.  Percussionists must attend auditions to determine which instrument they are best suited to, however, high school percussionists will not be “cut” from the marching band.  (8th grade percussionist may be offered a position depending on instrumentation, however, participation in the PMB is not guaranteed.  See the next page for more details regarding 8th grade participation). Color guard is the only section where a spot in the marching band is not guaranteed; placement in the color guard will be determined by audition in the Spring.   Drum majors and section leaders also must audition for their position.  There are no auditions for brass or woodwinds as long as you have sufficient skill on your instrument.  Students without sufficient experience on their instrument will be auditioned.  
Are there alternates/shadows?

This year we will provide students the opportunity to participate in the marching band as an alternate/shadow.  Essentially, these students will participate in all aspects of the marching band except marching on the field during competitions.  They will be given a separate job for competition days. They will still perform in games, parades, etc.  Their drill position will be written so it doesn’t affect the larger form on the field.  Shadow positions may be assigned to students who have to miss a portion of summer camp/rehearsals or those who are struggling with fundamentals of playing and/or marching.   This way, students will still be able to participate in the PMB in the most educationally beneficial way for both individual and band.  Shadow positions will be determined during June camp/rehearsals.    
Are there playing tests?
There will be playing/memorization tests given throughout the pre-season/season.  Tests will be assigned both on Smart Music and as live memorization tests.  You will need to memorize all of your music in order to fully participate.  After all, if you’re staring at your music while trying to march across the field in multiple directions, you’re most likely going to run into someone and cause an accident, damaging instruments or people.  If you do not pass your memorization tests, you will not march in a subsequent performance. You may try the test again before the next performance.  If you don’t have Smart Music at home, you may use the school computers in the practice rooms.  You may use these during the summer hours as well.  Summer practice room availability will be discussed in June. 
How can I start practicing now?

Sheet music and mp3s for the show can be downloaded from the band website, www.ohsband.org under Marching Band (password: panther), and will be up soon.  You will also be able to access the accompaniment files on Smart Music by logging in as you normally do and enrolling in Marching Band 2017-2018.  It is highly recommended that you begin working on the music ASAP.

When is the deadline?

The commitment form is due Friday, March 24.  Only those students that return their fees (or discuss financial issues with the directors if the total sum cannot be paid by March 24) and signed commitment form by March 24 will be guaranteed a spot in the Panther Marching Band.  The halftime show must be written for the EXACT amount of students participating in the Marching Band.  If the forms are not turned in, we cannot write you a spot in the show, and subsequently, you cannot be guaranteed a spot in the PMB. 
Can 8th graders participate?

8th graders (2017-2018 school year) may participate in the percussion section if instrumentation calls for additional players.  8th grade percussionists must audition and attend the May workshops like the high school percussionists.  They may be selected to participate in the PMB if there is a position available, however, positions are not guaranteed.  If selected, 8th grade students must attend all marching band/percussion rehearsals and performances and will be held to the same expectations as the high school members.  Exceptions will be made if there is a conflict with a junior high band event.  Junior high band events will take priority over marching band events.  
As a parent, how can I help?

The OHS Band program has a history of success and we couldn’t do any of it without the help of our volunteers.  To continue on with this tradition of excellence WE NEED YOUR HELP.  The Band Boosters provide logistical, organizational and financial support to the marching band.  A minimum of 2 hours volunteer service is requested from each marching band family at a booster event between June 2017 and May 2018.  Events include, but are not limited to all sports concessions, summer band camps, football games, marching competitions, PMBR, Crystals, Bandcake Breakfast and the Band Banquet.  The volunteer from each family can be an adult or student.  Students who volunteer will also earn community service hours. Volunteer opportunities are sent via email throughout the year with signup instructions or you can sign up at the picnic on Aug. 11.   

Other questions?
We hope that this letter has answered your questions about the Panther Marching Band, while making you aware of any changes and policies that are different this year.  THERE IS MANDATORY MEETING FOR ALL NEW AND OLD PMB MEMBERS AND PARENTS ON THURSDAY, MAY 25TH FROM 5:30-6:30PM IN THE OHS BAND ROOM (enter door 6).   If you have further questions, concerns, or will be unable to attend the meeting, please call/email the band directors at your earliest convenience. 

Thank You!

Mrs. Stephanie San Roman, Director of Bands
Mr. Kevin Schoenbach, Associate Director of Bands
Panther Marching Band Attendance Policy

We all know how much work it takes to put a marching band show on the field.  We all take pride in that work and the level of excellence we achieve.  That is why we end every rehearsal by asking, “Who’s got the best band in the land!?” and the students responding, “OSWEGO!”   To maintain the level of excellence that the Oswego Band Program is known for, it takes a strong commitment by every single student.  This means that all students must attend ALL rehearsals and performances unless the absence is excused. All absences must be discussed with a director prior to the actual rehearsal.  Examples of excused /unexcused absences:

	

	
	Excused
-Doctor’s appt. that you are unable to reschedule
-Out of town
-Major family event (i.e. wedding)
-Emergency, Illness
-Anything else approved by a band director
	
	Unexcused
-Homework/Group projects/Extra study time
-Work/Job
-Don’t feel like coming to rehearsal
-Couldn’t find a ride
-Anything else that has not been approved as an excused absence by a band director
	

	
	
	
	
	


*****Once school starts, we only have two rehearsals a week, 

so it’s very important that everyone is at each rehearsal****
1. Students will need to make up rehearsal time from excused and unexcused absences.  When a student doesn’t make up rehearsal time/work on what they missed at the last rehearsal, it becomes very difficult for them to move forward at the next rehearsal.  They will also not be prepared for the upcoming performance, especially if the rest of the band learned new/additional positions on the field. To maintain safety on the field and a high level of performing excellence, students will need to sit out of the subsequent home football game halftime show if they have not made up the time.   They will still participate in warm up, stands tunes, and pre/post game performances.
2. Students will sit out of a subsequent performance following an unexcused absence.    Students will still participate in warm ups, stands tunes, and pre/post game performances.  If a student has two unexcused absences, he/she will be dismissed from the marching band. 
3. Sports and Other Activities.  For senior marching band members, we ask that if you are already in a sport or activity that meets after school, you work with your coach/band directors to create a schedule that accommodates both activities to the best of your ability.  Keep in mind that if you miss too many marching band rehearsals you may not be allowed to perform in certain events and/or may be removed from the Marching Band.  For incoming freshmen and sophomores/juniors, you will not be allowed to miss marching band rehearsal/performance/warm up, etc., due to a sport or activity.  This policy began with the junior class when they were freshmen.  This year it applies to freshmen through juniors.  Next year, it will apply to everyone.    
4. If you do not believe you can commit fully to all rehearsals/performances, we encourage you to join one of the many other wonderful activities at OHS!  When students sign up for Marching Band, they are given their very own spot on the field.  If you are missing or decide you can no longer continue in the middle of the season there is a hole in the formation.  (This distorts the forms and lowers our score at competitions.)  Please take this into consideration when deciding whether or not to participate in the PMB.  Thank you!
OHS MARCHING BAND SCHEDULE 2017-2018
DATE   

 
TIME  

EVENT      
Fri., March 17


2:45pm-4pm

Section Leader/Drum Major Workshop

Fri., March 24


2:45-4pm

Section Leader/Drum Major Auditions

Mon., May 1


4pm-6pm

Percussion Workshop
Sat., May 6


9am-2pm

Color Guard Workshop/Audition
Mon, May 15


Test


Perc Video Audition Tapes Due by Midnight
Mon., May 22


4pm-6pm

Percussion Workshop/Auditions 

Thurs., May 25

10:30am-11:30am
SECTION LEADER/DRUM MAJOR MEETING

Thurs., May 25

5:30pm-6:30pm
ALL MEMBER/PARENT MEETING

May 30, Jun 1,5,7,8

12-3pm, 4-6pm
Percussion-Front Ensemble Sectionals
May 31, Jun 2,6,7,8

12-3pm, 4-6pm
Percussion-Drumline Sectionals
May 30th


1pm-5pm

CG, BR, WW Sectionals (Newbies/Leaders 1-2, All 2-5)

May 31, Jun 1,6,7,8

1pm-5pm

CG, BR, WW Sectionals 
June 12-15


8am – 5pm

Rehearsals for PrairieFest Parade (Everyone)

Tues, June 13


Test


Smart Music Test all Show mvts due 80% 

Sun., June 18


12pm - 2pm

Prairie Fest Parade (step off at 1pm)
July 17-21


12pm-6pm

Color Guard Camp
July 24-28


12pm-6pm

Color Guard Camp 
July 31-August 4

8am-5pm

Marching Band Camp (Everyone)
Tuesday, August 1

Test


Mvt 1. Memorization Test
Thursday, August 3

Test


Mvt. 2 Memorization Test

August 7-10


8am-5pm

Marching Band Camp 

Monday, August 7

Test


Mvt. 3 Memorization Test

Fri., August 11

12pm-8pm

Marching Band Camp/Picnic 4:30-7pm/Demo at 7pm
Tues., August 15

7:30am-9:30am
Convocation Performance @ OEHS

Thur., August 17

2:45pm-5:30pm
Marching Band Rehearsal

Fri., August 18

4pm-4:30pm

Pantherfest Performance @OHS
 
Mon., August 21

2:45pm-5:30pm
Marching Band Rehearsal
Thurs., August 24

2:45pm-5:30pm
Marching Band Rehearsal
Fri, August 25

5:30pm-10:30pm
Home Football Game vs. Minooka 
Mon., August 28

2:45pm-5:30pm
Marching Band Rehearsal

Thurs., August 31

2:45pm-5:30pm
Marching Band Rehearsal

Thurs., September 7

2:45pm-5:30pm
Marching Band Rehearsal

Fri., September 8

5:30-10:30pm

Football Game vs. Joliet West

Mon., September 11

2:45pm-5:30pm

Marching Band Rehearsal   
Thurs., September 14

2:45pm-5:30pm

Marching Band Rehearsal
Sat., September 16

All Day


Victor J. Andrew Marching Invitational
Sun., September 17

11am-1pm


Homecoming Parade (Parade begins at noon)

Mon., September 18

2:45pm-5:30pm

Marching Band Rehearsal  
Thurs., September 21

2:45pm-5:30pm

Marching Band Rehearsal
Fri., September 22

5:30pm – 10:30pm

Football Game vs. Romeoville (Homecoming)

Mon., September 25

2:45pm-5:30pm

Marching Band Rehearsal   
Tues., September 26

5pm-9pm


Panther Marching Band Review (begins 6pm)
Thurs., September 28

2:45pm-5:30pm

Marching Band Rehearsal

Fri., September 29

5:30pm-10:30pm

Football Game vs. OEHS  
Mon., October 2

2:45pm-5:30pm

Marching Band Rehearsal  

Thurs., October 5

2:45pm-5:30pm

Marching Band Rehearsal

Sat., October 7

All Day


Romeoville Marching Band Festival
Thurs., October 12

2:45pm-5:30pm

Marching Band Rehearsal

Fri., October 13

5:30-10:30pm


Football Game vs. PSHS (Senior Night)

Sat., October 14

All Day


Downers Grove Marching Music Bowl

TBA Playoff Games will occur either Friday or Saturday each weekend from Oct. 27  through Nov. 25
Mon., May 28


8:00am – 11:30am

Memorial Day Parade
2017-2018 Oswego High School Panther Marching Band

Commitment Form- (due Friday, March 24)
PART 1: SIGN UP INFORMATION

Name______________________________________________________________________________

Student ID#___________________________________’17 – ’18 Grade_________________________
Instrument _________________________________________________________________________
*Percussionists, please write “Drumline” (Marching Instruments-snare, tenors, bass drum) or “Pit/Front Ensemble” (Non-Marching Instruments- mallets, concert bass drum/cymbals, keyboards, etc).  Placement in battery or pit depends upon audition and director discretion.  You might not be placed in the section you selected.   Drumline and Front Ensemble/Pit members must be able to attend the additional camps/rehearsals listed in the calendar.  Payment is not due for 8th grade percussionists until a position has been offered after auditions in May.  
*Oboe and Bassoon are not used in the Marching Band. If you play one of those instruments, you may sign up for another instrument as long as you have sufficient skill on the second instrument.  If you have piano experience, you may have the opportunity to play in the pit.  You may also choose to audition for the color guard.
*Bass Clarinets will need to play regular clarinet for marching band. 
*Baritones will need to play either trombone or sousaphone.  Typically, the baritone section is very small and students will have a greater impact on the band if they are in the trombone or sousaphone section.   If you have piano experience, you may have the opportunity to play in the pit.  You may also choose to audition for the color guard. If you are unsure which instrument to play, please just list baritone and we will contact you.  

* Color Guard, please write “color guard” in the instrument slot. Anyone can audition for color guard (whether they are in band or not).  Placement in color guard will depend on audition on May 6th, 9am-2pm.  If you cannot make the audition date, please indicate on the next page under conflicts and we will find an alternate audition date for you.  Color guard members must be able to attend the additional color guard camp/rehearsals listed in the calendar.  In case you don’t make color guard, but still wish to play in the marching band, please list your instrument as well. 
Street Address_______________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________________________ Zip Code______________________

Phone____________________________
Student email____________________________________

Parent Names________________________ Parent E-Mail_____________________________________

T Shirt Size (Circle 1)  – S    M  L  XL  XXL

PART II: CONFLICT INFROMATION

If you have a conflict with a calendar date in the band season, please complete the form below, and provide all necessary information.  Please work out any compromises ahead of time so that you can be in attendance at every scheduled band activity.  Also, please keep organized throughout the year so that you know where and when you should be places for any scheduled band activities.

Date(s) in conflict:__________________________________________________________

Activity being missed (circle):   rehearsal       performance       other:_______________

Reason for conflict/absence: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PART III:  PAYMENT INFORMATION

Please include the following payments.  If you cannot pay a portion of or the total amount at this time, please contact Mrs. San Roman (ssanroman@sd308.org) and turn in the form without payment.  Please indicate below which amounts are included in your payment (i.e. Participation fee and shoes).  Checks made payable to “OHS Bands”.
· $250.00  
Participation Fee
· $30.00    
Drillmaster/Color Guard Shoe fee (only members who need marching/guard shoes)

· $12.00    
Color Guard gloves (only color guard members who need gloves)

· $15.00
Drumline Technique Book (only members who did not purchase one last year)

PART IV: STUDENT AND PARENT SIGNATURES
By signing this form, it is understood that BOTH parent and student have read in its entirety this packet, including the calendar and attendance policy.  You are committing to your participation in all activities for the 2017-2018 Oswego High School Panther Marching Band.  You agree to abide by the stated policies, as well as the rules that exist in the Oswego High School Band and Oswego High School Handbooks.

Student Signature____________________________________________________________

Parent Signature _____________________________________________________________
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